10                       HARVEST FROM THE DESERT

spiritual contentment His devoted wife looked to
the matters of the household, and gave htm complete
relief from the worries and cares of a householder's

life.

To her great joy, one day she discovered she
was going to have a baby. The news thrilled the
hearts of the young couple, and they looked forward
to the day when their little home, under the
patriarchal care of the old 5oc#ii*. would echo with
new life.

When the time came, Daulat Ram's wife, with
her usual prudence, had taken good care to keep a
store of eatables in the house, and all the other
accessories needed for the confinement, Th^ women
of the village, who* every now and then, used to
visit the family, were all interested m the coming
event, and it became the topic of the day* Even
ordinarily, the birth of a new child is not a minor
event in the narrow, circumscribed life of a village.
but this time it was the Police official** wife who
was going to have a baby. The old women sat and
talked of the good fortune of a child who was
destined to be born in that house of authority and
power.

In the early hours of the morning, when the pale
light of the stars was mingling with the rays of the
rising sun, a boy was bora on the Bauakhi day***
Congratulations were on cmy lip, tweets wert
distributed in time honoured fashion, and the old
village midwife, who lor hall a century had worn